
The Elizabeth Pillsbury Society for Planned Giving

EPS

The 640 Heritage Preservation Foundation’s Legacy Society, established in 2004, was named after Eliza-
beth Taylor Pillsbury, the founding president of the Woman’s Athletic Club and a driving force behind the 
formation of the club, now known as the Metropolitan Club.  After visiting the Woman’s Athletic Club of 
Chicago in the early 1900’s, she dreamed of a similar facility for women in San Francisco and worked with a 
network of friends to make it happen.  The Club opened in San Francisco in 1917, the first women’s athletic 
club west of Chicago.  

All Metropolitan Club members who include the 640 Foundation in their estate plans are welcomed into 
the Elizabeth Pillsbury Society for Planned Giving. Qualifying gifts for membership in the Society include 
bequests through a living trust or will, naming the 640 Foundation as a beneficiary in your retirement plan or 
life insurance policy, or making a life-income gift. Bequests may be for a specific sum of money, a percent-
age of the estate, or a particular asset such as  a stock.  You are urged to consult a qualified legal, estate or 
tax professional to determine what would be best for you.  All gifts to the Foundation are tax deductible as 
permitted by law.   As a Society member, you will be recognized on the Elizabeth Pillsbury Society plaque 
on the second floor of the Club, and in Foundation publications, as well as being invited to an annual recog-
nition celebration.  You will also enjoy the satisfaction of knowing that you are part of preserving a unique 
heritage and historic resource. 

The members of the Elizabeth Pillsbury Society, whose foresight and generosity ensure that the unique his-
tory of the Metropolitan Club and its architecturally significant building at 640 Sutter Street thrive for yet 
another century, are not all alike, however.  They span a wide range of ages. Some joined the Club in the 
1970’s and 80’s, and others as recently as 2015.  At least two members live out of state.  We honor and thank 
each one of them.

You can learn more, download a bequest form and view Elizabeth Pillsbury 
Society testimonials on the 640 Heritage Preservation Foundation’s website at 

www.640hpf.org.



64o foundation

board of directors

President
Misty Tyree

Vice President
Molly Brant  
Secretary

Jo-Ann Rose
Treasurer

Gee Gee Platt
Directors

Marie Berggren
Helene Ettelson 
Barbara Kimport

Maria Hilakos Hanke
Peggy Mitchell

Carol Ann Rogers

Foundation Director
Michelle Mitchell

415.872.7272 
director@640hpf.org

www.640hpf.org

501(c)3 Tax ID: #20-0608904

2

A Message  from the President Misty Tyree

“Generosity is the best investment.”  
                                                        Diane Von Furstenberg

We are well into the first quarter of the new year.  Time tends to march 
on, and sometimes it seems to go way too quickly.  Every once in a 
while, we can step back and reflect on what has gone on in the past.  The 
Foundation was very busy in 2016 and we will continue to be active in 
2017.  When I look at the accomplishments, they were achieved simply 
by the generosity of others.  Members gave generously of their time, tal-
ent and financial resourses.

Words cannot begin to express the thanks that go to everyone who sup-
ported the Foundation throughout the year.  You have honored your 
friends and loved ones through the tribute program.  The Christmas trees 
in the lobby were full of tribute bags.  Each bag represented one tribute 
given to someone during the year and there were many!  

The 640 Fund was a huge success due to the generosity of our members.  
Your contributions to this fund are tax deductible.  The 2016 goal was 
$101,000 to commemorate the 101st anniversary our Club’s founding.  
The goal was reached and surpassed with a total of $127,070.73.  Thank 
you all for supporting the Foundation in this way.

The Elizabeth Pillsbury Society continues to grow to the point that the 
name plaque had to be expanded.  Through thoughtful estate planning, 
members have remembered the Foundation in their planned giving.  
There is no minimum amount to become a member of the Elizabeth 
Pillsbury Society.  Most recently the Foundation has received distribu-
tions from the estates of Ilse Gaede and Jo Martinoni.  We will continue 
to remember these two women and many others for their foresight and 
generosity.  You can see the names of all of the members of the society 
listed on the plaque on the second floor.  Check it out!

It is awesome that our Club is filled with members who are so very gen-
erous in every way.  The Foundation is most appreciative of your gener-
osity.  This quote from William Shakespeare seems most appropriate: “I 
can no other answer make, but, thanks and thanks.”
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640 Fund Donors
Th e 640 Fo u n daT i o n g r aT e F u l ly ac k n o w l e d g e s T h e F o l lo w i n g d o n o r s, 

l i s T e d h e r e a l p h a b e T i c a l ly,  To o u r 2016 a n n ua l a p p e a l.

Carolyn Alexander
Vanda Alicastro

Sharon McCarthy Allen
Pat Ascher

Joni Beemsterboer
Frances Berger
Marie Berggren
Sandra Bessieres
Carolyn B. Block

Molly Brant
Germaine Brennan
Nancy M. Burrill
Annabelle Butash

Margaret McCaul Cabban
Dr. Heidi Cary

Carol Casey
Carol Chiantelli

Deihleen E. Claffey
Alexis Coddington

Deidre Brodeur Coen
Ruthann Conway
Thomas Cooney

Amy Corbett
Shirley Coyne
Ruth Cowan

Ann E. Crump
Ruth De Hovitz
Carla De Petris

R.Y. Bonnie Dailey
Patricia Davis

Denise M. Decker
Kelny Denebeim
Nancy Denebeim

Ann Brookman Dey
Alanna Dittoe
Dagmar Dolby

Mary Ellen Dufek
Beverly Eden

Tracy Edwards
Dana Emery

Janet Engelbrecht
Helene Ettelson

Dee Eva
Janet S. Feinberg

Anastasia Fink
Charlotte Flanagan
Elizabeth J. Folger

Teri Follett
Alison Forbis

Virginia Formichi
Ann E. Fragale

Helen Fung
Ann W. Funsten

Susan Gearey
Katherine Gilmartin

Anne Golden
Maudellen Greenwood

Nancy Greer
Angelyn Grillo

Susen Grossman
Deanna Gumina

Maria Hilakos Hanke
Joan Henricks
Janet Higgins
Fifi Holbrook

Eileen Holl
Terry Ann Huggins

Jennifer Bock Hughes
Edina Jennison

Barbara Johnson
Jennifer Johnston

Margaret H. Kavalaris
Herma Hill Kay

Mary Ann Kayser
Tamra Elaine Keen

Mark Kelly
Heidi Kennedy

Mardi Kildebeck
Barbara Kimport

Terry Kleid
Jill Kramer

Katherine Kriken
Donna G. Krupp

Betty Lampen

Kathryn Lawrence
Devon Laycox
Paula J. Lazar
Margo Leahy

Lillemor E. Leichum
Frances Leavitt
Gisela Lewald

Melissa Li
Marie Lipman
Crista Lucey

Martha MacBride
Suzanne MacDonald
Vivien H.MacDonald

Mary H. MacRae
Kirsten McCarthy

Catherine McCausland
Marian McClendon

Patty McCrary
Devon Mansell

Bev Marlow
Alison Mauzé

Beverly Maytag
Bette Meers
Allison Metz

Peggy Mitchell
Sue Molinari

Lee Ann Monfredini
Nora Jean Monfredini

Eva Monroe
Maura Morey

Marlene Nanus
Laurabeth Grieneeks 

Nelson
Deborah Novack
Patricia O’Brien
Susan O’Brien

Patricia N. Olsen
Sandy Otellini

Gail Papa
Hollyhart Patz

Wendy Costello Perkins
Patricia Calfee Picache

Laura Pilz
Gee Gee Platt

Merilyn S. Presten
Elise Papazian Pritikin

Ursula E. Ralph
Merrill Randol
Denise E. Ream

Geraldine Riordan
JoAnna Robertson
M. Murphy Robins
Carol Ann Rogers
Mildred D. Rogers

Jo-Ann Rose
Karen M. Rose
Amanda Roth

Pam Royer
Susan Scannon

M. Evelyn Schlosser
Marcia Schneider

Susan Avril Schneider
Megin Scully
Jane Sebree
Lori Sherk

Adrienne Sherman
Patricia B. Smith

Susan Steer
Hilary Power Steinberg

Allison Sundberg
Violet Taaffe
Kathryn Tait

Gretchen Thomas
Christine Torrington

Gale F. Tunnell
Misty Tyree

Margeret van der Reis
Eve Wertsch
Wildcat Cove 
Foundation

Lynn Armstrong Winkel
Sharon Woo

Helene S. Woolsey
Gay Yamagiwa
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Tribute Program: January 2016 to February 2017
The foundaTion graTefully acknowledges all The people who made memorial or 

honorary gifT s over The lasT year. 

Honorary Gifts

Memorial Gifts

In memory of Lola Bugatti
Lynn A. Jacobs
Sue Molinari

In memory of Beverley Denebeim
Molly Brant
Misty Tyree

In memory of William Edlund
Molly Brant

In memory of Delia Ehrlich
Molly Brant

The Devlin-Fowler Family
Nadia Ilyin

Nancy Johnson
Jo-Ann Rose
Misty Tyree

Lynn Armstrong Winkel

In memory of Felicia Feng
Gay Yamagiwa

In memory of Mary Ann 
Fullilove

Molly Brant

In memory of Ilse Gaede
Bette Meers

Helene Ettelson
Maureen Murray Fox

Marion Robertson
Misty Tyree

Gay Yamagiwa

Thinking of Tracy Hibbs
Katie McGee

In memory of Lawrence W. Jones
Molly Brant 
Misty Tyree

In memory of Loretta Juhas
Virginia Formichi

In memory of Anthony 
Lowenstein

640 Heritage Preservation Founda-
tion Board

Elizabeth J. Folger
Maureen Murray Fox

Knitters’ Nook
Gay Yamagiwa

In memory of Kathryn
McNeil

Carol Ann Rogers

In memory of Roberta 
Neustadter

The Devlin-Fowler Family

In memory of 
Dr. Catherine O’Gara
Maureen Murray Fox 

Lydia Seebach

In memory of Sue Paul
Darla Bastoni
Molly Brant
Ingrid Gilette
Jessica Jones

Carol Ann Rogers
Jeanne Moore Wickware 

Misty Tyree

In memory of Constance Peabody
Carol Ann Rogers 

Misty Tyree

In memory of Mary Elizabeth 
Phillips

Darla Bastoni
Molly Brant

California Parking Company
Virginia Formichi

The Puccinelli Family
Misty Tyree 

In honor of Kellie Abreu
Kathryn Lawrence

In honor of Drue Ashford
Virginia Formichi

In honor of Molly Brant
Nancy Johnson

In honor of Ruth McGowan 
Bromfiel

Deborah Vogel

In honor of Peggy Brown
Gay Yamagiwa

In honor of Margaret Brown
Virginia Formichi

In honor of Amy Corbett
Janet McLaughlin Higgins

In honor of Ruth Cowan
Nancy Johnson

In honor of Tricia Davis
Janet McLaughlin Higgins

In honor of Patty DeBono
Virginia Formichi

In honor of Helene Ettelson
The 640 Foundation Board

Ruthann Conway
Virginia Formichi

Misty Tyree
Gay Yamagiwa

In honor of Helene Ettelson’s
Birthday

Dawne Bernhart
Molly Brant

Peggy Brown
Virginia Formichi

Maureen Murray Fox
Barbara Kimport

Kathryn Lawrence 
Sue Molinari

Marion Robertson
Jo-Ann Rose 
Misty Tyree 

Gay Yamagiwa

In honor of Anna Fairbank
Lynn Thompson

In honor of 640 
Foundation Board

Molly Brant
Jo-Ann Rose
Misty Tyree

In honor of All the Staff 
at 640 Sutter Street

Misty Tyree

In honor of Kellie Abreu’s
Birthday

Jo-Ann Rose

In honor of Claudia Feurey
Elizabeth J. Folger

In honor of Susan Gearey
Janet McLaughlin Higgins

In honor of Linda Golm
Virginia Formichi

In honor of Lisa Harris
Elizabeth J. Folger

Melissa Li
Janet McLaughlin Higgins

Nancy Johnson
Patty McCrary
Sue Molinari
Gerri Riordan

Carol Ann Rogers
Lynn H. Thompson

In honor of Joan Henricks
Elizabeth J. Folger

Jillian Wood

In honor of Janet Higgins
Jo-Ann Rose

In honor of Barbara Johnson
Janet McLaughlin Higgins

In honor of Marilyn Jones
Nancy Johnson

In honor of Judy Jorgensen
Molly Brant

In honor of Cecy Korematsu
Nancy Johnson

In honor of Betty Lampen
Darla Bastoni

In honor of Kathryn Lawrence
Janet McLaughlin Higgins

In honor of Kathryn 
Lawrence’s Birthday

Jo-Ann Rose

In honor of Marguerite “Mimi” 
Lawrence

Virginia Formichi

In honor of Caroline Littman
Nancy Johnson
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In honor of Gisela Lloyd
Greta McKinney

In honor of Anna Mackenzie
Melissa Li

In honor of Patty McCrary
Elizabeth J. Folger

In honor of Ayn McGee’s 
Birthday

Helene Ettelson

In honor of Kathleen Meagher
Elizabeth J. Folger

In honor of the new
Metropolitan Club Board
640 Heritage Preservation 

Foundation Board

In honor of Metropolitan Club 
Staff

Kimberly Kruse

In honor of Lily Miller
Nancy Johnson

In honor of Gladyne K. Mitchell
Carol Ann Rogers

In honor of Nora Monfredini
Elizabeth J. Folger

Janet McLaughlin Higgins

In honor of Nora Monfredini’s
Birthday

Jo-Ann Rose

In honor of Patrice Motley
Elizabeth J. Folger

In honor of Mary Ellen Mullin
Melissa Li

In honor of Donna Neff
Virginia Formichi

Thinking of Nancy Noakes
Misty Tyree

In honor of Michael O’Hare
Virginia Formichi

In honor of Laura Pilz
Elizabeth J. Folger

In honor of Marion Robertson
Virginia Formichi

In honor of Murphy Robins’
Birthday

Maureen Murray Fox
Marion Robertson

Misty Tyree
Gay Yamagiwa

In honor of Carol Ann Rogers
Nancy Johnson

In honor of Jo-Ann Rose
Janet McLaughlin Higgins

In honor of Harriet Ross
Leslie Gambon

In honor of Lydia Seebach
Nancy Johnson

In honor of Judy Seropan
Melissa Li

In honor of Camilla Smith
Carol Ann Rogers

In honor of Patricia Bondesen 
Smith

Nancy Johnson

In honor of Lynn H. Thompson
Elizabeth J. Folger

Janet McLaughlin Higgins
Nancy Johnson

In honor of Leslie Tognazzini
Janet McLaughlin Higgins

In honor of Misty Tyree
Molly Brant

Nancy Johnson
Carol Ann Rogers

Jo-Ann Rose
Gay Yamagiwa

In honor of Linda Wiley
Elizabeth J. Folger

In honor of Sylvia Faison 
Wilkerson

Janet McLaughlin Higgins

In honor of Gay Yamagiwa
Peggy Brown

Welcome to Marie!
ment head of the Corporation’s Mergers and Acquisi-
tions activity.  Prior to that, she was the Managing Di-
rector of Public Equities and Director of Research for 
First Chicago Investment Advisors, the predecessor of 
Brinson Partners.  

Marie has served on numerous private equity firms’ 
Advisory Boards.  She is currently a Director of the 
California Audubon Society.  In 2006, she was named 
Woman of the Year by the Financial Women’s Associa-
tion of San Francisco. Raised in New York City, she 
earned a BA in Economics from the College of New 
Rochelle and her MS in Management from the Stan-
ford University Graduate School of Business.  

This very accomplished lady joined the Metropolitan 
Club in 2014.  We welcome her wealth of knowledge, 
her clear perspective and her refreshing sense of humor.

In January the 640 Foun-
dation Board members 
were delighted to wel-
come Marie N. Berggren 
to her first regular meet-
ing as a member of the 
Board.  

Marie served as Chief Investment Officer respon- 
sible for overseeing the University of California 
system-wide investment portfolio until her retire-
ment in 2013.  She reported to the Board of Regents. 

Before joining the UC Treasurer’s Office in 2002, Ma-
rie was Executive Vice-President/Department Head 
of Venture Capital Investments for Bank One and its 
predecessor organization, First Chicago Corpora-
tion, where she was Senior Vice President and depart-
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“Jo loved being in the City,” remarked Father Hurley. 
“She was a San Franciscan in every sense of the word.” 
Contrary to what most of her acquaintances thought, 
however, Jo was born in Switzerland, in an Italian 
canton, on September 26, 1920, to Battista Marti-
noni and Maria Russi. She and her sister Margaret, 
along with their parents, immigrated to California 
when she was a young girl. According to Father Hur-
ley, she never returned to Switzerland, and rarely, if 
ever, travelled even in the U.S., except to Carmel. She 
and Margaret were close to the cloistered Carmelite 
Order of Nuns there whom they visited frequently.

Father Hurley introduced himself to Jo for the first 
time following an early Sunday mass at Old St. Mary’s. 
For several weeks he had noticed a woman who was 
always dressed in a dark trench coat and sneakers, 
and who sat off to the side by herself. “In a certain 
sense, Jo always wanted anonymity. She never wanted
to be the focus of attention herself.” Despite this, Jo 
was pleased that Father Hurley noticed her. “We were
joined at the hip after that and became the best of 
friends,” he explained. He later learned that her attire

The Oral History Project (Posthumous): Jo Martinoni

was due to her regular routine of walking to the Met-
ropolitan Club every Sunday after mass for a swim.

Jo joined the Metropolitan Club in 1987. “She 
loved the Club,” recalled Father Hurley. “She loved 
being able to invite friends, usually to lunch, with 
no squabbling about who would pay the bill. She 
wanted to be in control.” Jo-Ann agreed, “It was a 
comfortable setting for her. She much preferred 
entertaining men and used the Club to do that.”
 
Jo’s sponsors were Laura Higbie, Carol Buchanan 
and Margaret McCaul. The sponsor letters de-
scribed her as “energetic, congenial, charming, an 
avid swimmer, interested in the world around her 
and a fine human being.” At the time, she was an Ex-
ecutive Secretary for Marsh & McLennan insurance 
brokers. Later, she worked for Wells Fargo Bank.
 
She was also a regular volunteer at St. Francis Hospi-
tal. She first worked at the Front Desk, but was later 
moved to the AIDS patient floor. “She loved it,” re-
membered Father Hurley. “She loved feeling needed 
and got to know all of the patients by name.” Vol-
unteering was like a second career after she retired.
 
Jo did not talk about her philanthropy, but she 
quietly and generously supported many organiza-
tions. “She loved opera and the arts, and support-
ed some progressive political causes and women’s 
rights groups,” noted Father Hurley. Old St. Mary’s 
was the beneficiary of her generosity as well. Fa-
ther Hurley remembered with a smile one occa-
sion when he asked to have a meeting with her 
and suggested dinner at the Club. “That’s fine, 
dear,” Jo replied. “Should I bring my checkbook?”

The following infor-
mation is based on a 
recent conversation 
with Jo Martinoni’s 
long-time friend and 
pastor, the Rev. John 
Hurley, who served 
at Old St. Mary’s 
Church from 1991-
1997, and Jo-Ann 
Rose, Metropolitan 
Club member and 
friend of Jo’s.

by Carol Ann Rogers

William Edlund
1929-2016 

The 640 Foundation (and the Metropolitan Club) lost a good friend and 
counselor in December. William I. (Bill) Edlund was instrumental in the 
incorporation of the 640 Foundation and continued to share his expertise 
on various legal issues for many years thereafter. He was also a gener-
ous donor to the Foundation and its fundraising events. Bill practiced with 
Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro for 43 years, beginning in 1956, where he led 
his own litigation group. In 1999, he joined Bartko Zankel Bunzel. He was 
a nationally recognized expert in legal issues related to private social clubs. 
 



7

Estate of June Arney
Estate of Alice Ross Carey
Estate of Mildred Centanni

Estate of Ilse Gaede
Estate of Shirley Hucklin

Estate of Effiellen Jefferies
Estate of Elizabeth Lippitt

Estate of Chrissie Martenstein
Estate of Jo Martinoni

Estate of Elizabeth 
O’Shaughnessy

Estate of Mary E. Phillips
Estate of Emilie Plake

Estate of Nancy Weston
Estate of Mary Yetter

Elizabeth Pillsbury Society for Planned Giving
We thank these women for their thoughtful foresight:

If you would like to receive information about joining the Elizabeth Pillsbury 
Society,  please contact the 640 Heritage Preservation Foundation office at 415.872.7272 

or director@640hpf.org. 

Mary Louise Anderson 
Drue Ashford
Judith Branch

Courtney S. Clarkson
Chong Cook

Evelyn R. David
Christine Dohrmann

Carol Ede
Dr. Cecile Julia Eggens

Helene Ettelson
Susan J. Gearey

Pria Graves
Margaret Handelman

Linda Hannawalt 

Janet McLaughlin Higgins
Barbara Johnson

Mrs. Wayne Johnson III
Melissa Li

Kathleen M. Meagher
Peggy Mitchell

Suzanne Muntzing
Nancy G. Raznick
Susan D. Scannon

Patricia Bondesen Smith
Lynn H. Thompson

Misty Tyree
Margrethe Ann Welch
Renate-Karin Wunsch

Elizabeth Planned Giving Society Members In Memoriam Contributors

Mary Louise Anderson
Drue Ashford
Judith Branch

Courtney S. Clarkson
Chong Cook

Evelyn R. David
Christine Dohrmann
Carol Duncan Ede

Dr. Cecile Julia Eggens
Helene Ettelson
Susan J. Gearey

Pria Graves
Margaret Handelman

Linda Hannawalt

Janet McLaughlin Higgins
Barbara Johnson

Mrs. Wayne Johnson III
Melissa Li

Kathleen M. Meagher
Peggy Mitchell

Suzanne J. Muntzing
Nancy G. Raznick
Susan D. Scannon

Patricia Bondesen Smith
Lynn H. Thompson

Misty Tyree
Margrethe Ann Welch
Renate-Karin Wunsch

William Edlund
1929-2016 



 

64o Sutter Street
San Francisco, CA
94102

Remembering Ilse Gaede
Ilse Dönhoff Gaede  was born in Stargard, Germany, on a family farm.  She came to the U.S. 
in 1958, to Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio.  She had attended Hamburg Foreign Lan-
guage School, where she obtained certification as a Business Interpreter for French and English.  
She also earned certification from Golden Gate University as a Chartered Property and Casualty 
Underwriter, and became the head of insurance underwriting for Kaiser International.  Ilse 
married William G. Gaede who had three children, and the family became her central focus.

Ilse was a quietly elegant and welcoming woman.  She had a beautiful, gentle smile, with which 
she was very generous.  She and Bill enjoyed duplicate bridge and made friends with a number 

by Molly Brant

of ladies from the Metropolitan Club and their husbands.  She joined the Club in 2006, praising its historic early offer-
ing of athletic activities for women. 

Club members share their memories of Ilse as an excellent bridge player, but also as an accomplished skier, golfer, ten-
nis player, pianist, knitter, and hostess.  She was part of a small group of ladies who played the piano and gave recitals.  
One of her sponsors for Club membership, the late Sondra de Roulet, would occasionally call Ilse’s close friends when 
she was in a recital and invite them, as Ilse was too modest to invite them herself. Predictably, Ilse was an active member 
of the Bridge Committee for several years.

In 1984, the Gaedes bought a lovely home in Dolores Heights with extensive gardens and views. It featured an impor-
tant collection of orchids, clipped evergreens and succulents, an arbor draped with jasmine and bougainvillea, and 
lush planting beds. They involved Harlan Hand, of the original design team, in their work on the gardens. The Gaedes 
graciously invited many Club members to visit the gardens and enjoy their hospitality. 

Ilse Gaede died in November of 2015.  Even though she had great difficulty speaking in her later years, she continued to 
play bridge at the Club and to smile.  She was an inspiration to those around her then, and is very fondly remembered.     


