Alice Ross Carey “Soul” of the 640 Heritage Preservation Foundation
stewards during the design and construction process. We also prepare the client to assume stewardship.
Most importantly we must always remember that each resource’s raison d’etre is for the people it serves. A perfect restoration is
worthless if the building cannot be used. Our vision is not only to meet, but exceed the expectations of the owner, the users, the viewer of
our projects and the building. The compliments from them are a great reward, but the continued life of the architecture is why I am a
preservation architect.”
We all feel your creative hand in ours,
With these words, Alice Ross Carey tells us almost all we need to
and see your loving smile and face.
know about this remarkable woman. Her words also highlight the
You haven't gone we feel you here,
tremendous contributions she made to the creation of the 640 Heritage
like a legacy we can't replace.
Preservation Foundation, the listing of the 640 Sutter Street clubhouse
on the National Register of Historic Places, the sensitive renovation
We think of you as living
of the building to ensure its safe and continued use, and her vision for
in the hearts of those you touched.
encouraging the broader community to value the legacy of the Woman’s Like stories, memories loved are never lost
Athletic Club of San Francisco.
and you were loved so much.
When Alice passed away in July of this year, John King, the
architecture editor of the San Francisco Chronicle, wrote about her.
Wayne Donaldson, Chairman of the US Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation & friend of Alice

Chairman of the ACHP, the United States’ lead agency on historic
preservation, wrote a poem in her honor. On September 27 she received the Preservationist of the Year, Lifetime
Achievement Award from the California Preservation Foundation. And the awards keep coming.
Just days following the devastating news of Alice’s passing, the Foundation received a check in the amount
of $100,000 from her. We were stunned, humbled and inspired. When we as individuals are faced with our own
mortality, will we reach out to make a difference for those organizations whose work we valued and fostered?
We will miss Alice’s vision, her devotion and perhaps most of all her humor. Her “Queen of Clubs” lecture

Pillsbury, founder of the Woman’s Athletic Club of San Francisco. Alice reported that she found much information
Boston Globe

contributions and her generosity, by matching her donation dollar for dollar in this year’s Annual Appeal. We are the
stewards of her vision. Like her, the continued life of the architecture, and of the heritage of the Woman’s Athletic
Club, are why we do what we do.
Carol Ann Rogers

Saks Fifth Avenue Fall Fashion Show a Stellar Success!
More fun and photos on page 3...
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When the heart weeps
for what it has lost,
the soul laughs for
what it has found.
-Sufi aphorism

vice president
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Karen Rose
directors

Pat Ascher
Molly Brant
Helene Ettelson
Peggy Mitchell
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Carol Ann Rogers and Karen Rose, Interim Co-Chairs of
the 640 Heritage Preservation Foundation

We had just recently assumed responsibility as interim co-chairs of

development officer

Megara Vogl

415.928.6925 ext. 201
640HPF@MetropolitanClubsf.org

pause for just a second to remember where we got our high level of energy
and commitment—it was, of course, Alice Ross Carey who had ignited us. Alice Carey—when she was at the helm,
reminded of her valuable legacy. It is our sincere privilege to help in transitioning the 640 Heritage Preservation
Foundation to its next phase.
to Alice Carey for her most generous $100,000 gift that has launched our Fall fundraising. We are dedicating
community will step up again as they have done so generously in the past.

in particular Saks Fifth Avenue in holding the event and donating a portion of all purchases made that day by

support the work of the Foundation. In addition to jumping in and working on the Fall Appeal Campaign and the

updated list of recent gifts to the Foundation. As always, we are very grateful for your generosity in supporting and
celebrating the Foundation.

2

Fall Fashion Show a Huge Success
A fabulous runway show, delicious lunch and a charitable reason to shop at Saks
made for a delightful day for all who attended.

All photos courtesy of
Moanalani Jeffrey Photography

Thank you to Event Chair Cathy Goodman for organizing, and to all who supported our cause
by purchasing tables, tickets, raffle tickets and with donations of wine, champagne and dollars!
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Kathryn McNeil’s Purchase Knob: essays from a mountain notebook
This article is the first in a series about the Metropolitan Club’s own published authors
of six. It was here that she learned to swim, and where she is a member today. Kathryn’s written work, however,
Purchase Knob: essays from a mountain notebook, is a lyrical and enchanting memoir of

the ages from water, frost and the work of the wind, they are gentle, livable mountains.
Having a home on the top of one is as close to heaven as you can get.”
World War II was partially responsible for Kathryn’s love of the Appalachians. She

in the mountains and one in Southern Pines. Although the marriage did not last, her
Kathryn, at her former home in
North Carolina with Cold
Mountain in the background

her remote country home shines through on every page.

panels acknowledging donors to the Stewardship Campaign.

where she served on the Library and House Committees.
Kathryn honed her writing skills through a writing group of 14 notable San Francisco women,
The Subject of Our Lives

Proust,

Pickles, and Paychecks

children. She enjoys her large family, including eight great grandchildren.
Marcia Schneider, Club Archives and History Committee
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View a copy of Purchase Knob in the glass display case in the Club Lobby which currently features Club authors and their works.
Working with the Club Archives, the Foundation will organize rotating displays of memorabilia and historic documents several times a year.

The Centennial Oral History Project:
An Interview with Helen Culiner

delight as a child.” She was raised bilingually and remembers how she used to love to tease the tourists who would

mathematics, “ Helen recounts, “but my brother, whom I adored, convinced me that as a woman I would never
Helen and Norman had two children, a daughter and a
meningitis and died within a day. It was after that time
that Helen decided to enroll at Hastings School of Law. “I
Headline and quote from a
newspaper article on
Culiner

had to deal with her own personal experience with discrimination when she discovered she was being paid less than
her male colleagues for the same work. After three years, she started her own practice, specializing in employment
“I was reading Herb Caen,” recounts Helen, “ and he talked about the pool, so I just came
swam daily. “It was really a lifesaver for me.” She had developed lupus while in law school
and, not wanting to encounter the side effects of steroids, she began the discipline of lap
swimming and the lupus went into remission permanently. “I also can’t tell you how many legal
conclusions I came to while doing the backstroke.”
involvement in the committee system, culminating in her serving as President of the Club in
Helen on a trip to Italy.

of private club discrimination,” recalls Helen. “I was very conscious of the fact that so many members had limited
incomes and that if we weren’t careful they would have to leave the Club, which could change the nature of the
Club.”

and the pleasantness of the employees is really from an era gone by.”
“I am very lucky,” admits Helen. “I love certain people and I love that they love me back.”
Carol Ann Rogers
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Tribute Program
t h e 640 h e r i tag e p r e s e rvat i o n f o u n dat i o n

g r at e f u l ly ac k n ow l e d g e s

t h e f o l l ow i n g t r i b u t e g i f t s t o t h e f o u n dat i o n :

J u n e –S e p t e m b e r 2013
IN MEMORY OF:

DONOR:

IN MEMORY OF, cont:

DONOR:

Maxine Backer
Maxine Backer
Alice Ross Carey
Alice Ross Carey
Alice Ross Carey
Alice Ross Carey
Alice Ross Carey
Alice Ross Carey
Alice Ross Carey
Alice Ross Carey
Alice Ross Carey
Dr. John Callander
Robert Harrigan
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs

Susan Molinari
Jeanne Wickware
Joni Beemsterboer
Molly Brant
Helene Ettelson
Barbara Feduska
Susan Gearey
Margaret Handelman
Cynthia Sperry Harris
Verna Shaheen
Misty Tyree
Lydia Seebach
Geraldine Riordan
Margaret Boyd
Molly Brant
Juliet Don
Eugenie Donnelly
Barbara Feduska
Linda & Mike Frender
Susan Gearey
Margaret Handelman
Jessica Hibbs
Janet McLaughlin Higgins
Connie Hoiberg

Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Tracy Hibbs
Stanley Hulett
Laura Kmiecik
Diane Sugahara
Leo Van der Reis

Roger McGee
Stephen Mlawsky
Susan Molinari
Cecily O’Connor
Carol Ann Rogers
Jennifer Solomon
Katherine Strella
WK Workman
Virginia Formichi
Alice Ross Carey
Barbara Feduska
Geraldine Riordan

In HOnOr OF:

DOnOr:

Dotte Crowder
Marc Krupp
Nancy Raznick
Nancy Raznick
Nancy Raznick
Nancy Raznick
Nancy Raznick
Nancy Raznick
Nancy Raznick
Nancy Raznick

Dona Crowder
Helene Ettelson
Pat Ascher
Geraldine Beers
Helene Ettelson
Margaret Handelman
Jacquelyn Moskowitz
Joyce Rose
Marcia Schneider
Susan Molinari

Holiday Tribute Gifts
bag or card, but will also have their names displayed on miniature gift bags hanging from a
in which you hold the recipient. And, it is a gift that keeps giving by helping to preserve the

and committee recognition gifts, and are a unique and meaningful way to remember a special
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Elizabeth Pillsbury Society Testimonial:
Mary Louise Anderson
The Metropolitan Club has been important to me for a number of reasons: the friends I’ve made, the beautiful pool, the dining facilities,
the library, and also the wonderful staff and the lovely facilities. It truly feels like a home away from home to me.
As I considered my will and trust, I decided that a bequest to the Foundation would be an important way
for me to give back to the Club and to help ensure that the Club will always be available to women who are
interested in the wonderful opportunities offered by the Club. I hope my contribution will help ensure the long
term success of the Metropolitan Club.
I am pleased and proud to be a member of the Elizabeth Pillsbury Society and am always so happy to see
new members listed. The Elizabeth Pillsbury Society is an important part of the Club and Foundation.
Mary Louise Anderson
Elizabeth Pillsbury Society Member

Helene Ettelson, Chair, Elizabeth Pillsbury Society

Elizabeth Pillsbury Society for Planned Giving
Mar y Louise Anderson
June Arney
Judith Branch
Alice Ross Carey
Mildred Centanni
Chong Cook
Evelyn R. David
Carol Ede
Dr. Cecile Julia Eggens
Helene Ettelson
Susan J. Gearey

Pria Graves
Margaret Handelman
Linda Hannawalt
Shirley Hucklin
Effiellen Jefferies
Mrs. Wayne Johnson III
Elizabeth Lippit
Chrissie Mar tenstein
Kathleen M. Meagher
Peggy Mitchell
Suzanne Muntzing

Roberta Neustadter
Elizabeth O’Shaughnessy
Mar y Elizabeth Phillips
Emilie Plake
Nancy G. Raznick
Susan D. Scannon
Patricia Bondesen Smith
Margrethe Ann Welch
Nancy Weston
Renate-Karin Wunsch
Mar y Yetter

IRA Charitable Rollover Reminder

part of the individual’s required distribution and does not need to be included in the individual’s gross income.
to make a charitable contribution.
of your state’s tax laws.
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Join us in welcoming Megara Doorly Vogl
been responsible for logistics, fundraising, marketing and strategic planning

college years, she spent one term studying the Spanish language, literature

in the last year, in addition to destinations in the US.

complement of volunteer activities.
Club, planning and producing their annual gala fundraiser and lecture lunches, and designing and producing their

to rhyme with “Sara” and “era”. She is a very important and welcome addition to the 640 Foundation team.

Excerpts from Early WAC Minutes
chosen at another meeting, was a black one-piece with a blue and white stripe at the bottom.)

And the impact of war …

uniform present.”
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